
WIS CONS IN INTE R S CHOLAS T IC ATHLE T IC AS S OC IAT ION
P .O. Box 267, S tevens Point 54481

High S chool Athletic E ligibility Information B ulletin

To: S tudent-Athletes and Their P arents

From: Wiscons in Interscholas tic Athletic Ass ociation and

(S chool)

Your high school is a member of the Wiscons in Interscholas tic Athletic Association. The following rules and regulations are developed by
the member schools of the WIAA and govern the participation by boys and girls in school athletics and in some ins tances , impact upon
sports activities outs ide the school.

This information bulletin is a s ummary of the WIAA OFFIC IAL HANDBOOK as it pertains to thos e rules and regulations . Both s tudent-
athletes and their parents should have an unders tanding of thes e requirements . E qually important is that s tudent-athletes and/or parents
talk to their principal or athletic director if they have any question about thes e regulations . For additional information on R ules of E ligibility
see the WIAA Handbook, or vis it the WIAA webs ite at www.wiaawi.org.

This bulletin does not discuss specific penalties for all violations . The reason is that penalties vary depending upon the nature of the
violation. In addition, schools often have es tablished penalties or periods of ineligibility which are greater than the minimum prescribed by
WIAA rules .

There also are exceptions and other permiss ive provis ions in s ome rules . S tudent-athletes and their parents should discuss all athletic
eligibility related s ituations with the school principal or athletic director who, if necessary, will get a decis ion, interpretation, or opinion from
the WIAA office.

S tudent-athletes , as well as parents are as ked to read this bulletin, then s ign it and have their s ignature s tatement (attached) on
file at their s chool prior to practic ing and competing.

These are WIAA eligibility rules :

AGE

A student shall be ineligible for interscholas tic competition if he/s he reaches his /her 19th birthday before August 1 of any given school year.

ACADEMIC S

A student-athlete must meet school and DP I requirements defining a full-time student and have received no more than one failing grade
(including incompletes ) in the most recent school is sued grade reporting period. Note: S ome member schools adopt code and academic
policies and other participation requirements which are more s tringent than WIAA minimum requirements . In thos e ins tances the s chools
requirements prevail and must be applied as written.

ATTE NDANCE

A student-athlete is eligible for interscholas tic competition at a member school if he/she is carried on the attendance rolls as a duly enrolled
full-time Grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 s tudent in that member school. (S ubject to satis fying all other eligibility requirements .)

Note: A full-time student is further defined as one where the member school is res pons ible for programming 100% of the s tudent's school
day. The s tudent is eligible for like or s imilar awards , privileges and s ervices as all the other s tudents and meets all obligations and
respons ibilities as other s tudents , without exception.

A. A s tudent must complete eligibility in the four cons ecutive years s tarting with Grade 9 and the three cons ecutive years s tarting with
Grade 10, unless there are documented extenuating circumstances and a waiver has been provided.

B . A s tudent is ineligible if he/she has graduated from a school offering s tudies through Grade 12 or its equivalent.

C . A s tudent who graduated in May or J une retains eligibility for (a) any portion of a spring athletic schedule not completed by the end of
the academic year and (b) the school s summer athletic schedule.

D. A s tudent is ineligible if he/she has not been enrolled in s ome school by the 17th day of a s emester or trimester, except upon request
of a school in special cases involving s ickness , accident, military service, social services ass ignment, e.g.

E . A s tudent-athlete may not participate in school sports in more than four different years , and a s tudent-athlete may not participate in the
same sport more than one season each school year.

-
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DE TE RMINING R E S IDENCE FOR NONPUB L IC S CHOOL S TUDE NTS

A full-time student, whether an adult or not, is eligible for vars ity interscholas tic competition only if the s tudent is res iding full time with
parents in their primary res idence with these additional provis ions :

A. In the event of a divorce or legal separation, whether pending or final, a s tudent s res idence at the beginning of the school year shall
determine eligibility except in s ituations involving trans fer after a s tudent s fourth consecutive semester. For the purpos e of this rule,
attendance at one day of school and/or attendance at one athletic practice shall determine beginning of school year . Under this rule, a
s tudent who trans fers after the beginning of the school year s hall be ineligible at the new school unless approval is granted by the
Board of Control in accordance with the waiver provis ions as des cribed in the WIAA HS Handbook under Waivers . Trans fer res trictions
may als o apply.

B . R es iding full time with guardians shall determine eligibility in cases where both parents of a s tudent are deceas ed. The execution of
guardianship papers in s ituations where one or both parents are living does not by itself make a s tudent eligible.

C . A s tudent may continue being eligible in the same school even though parent(s ) and/or s tudent move from within that school s
traditional attendance area, provided enrollment is continuous (unbroken in that school).

D. E xcept in s ituations involving mid-year trans fer and/or trans fer after the fourth cons ecutive semester s tudents attending member
res idential schools shall be eligible at the member school provided they res ide at the school or res ide full time with parents in their
primary res idence.

E . E xcept in s ituations involving trans fer after a s tudent s fourth consecutive semester, a full-time student attending a nonpublic school but
not res iding in accordance with any of the provis ions outlined above shall be eligible for nonvars ity competition only, for one calendar
year, unless a waiver is provided as outlined in the WIAA HS Handbook under Waivers .

TR ANS FE R S

A full-time student may be afforded up to eight consecutive s emesters of interscholas tic eligibility upon entry into Grade 9. Trans ferring
s chools at any time may res ult in res trictions being impos ed on eligibility, or in s ome cas es a denial of eligibility. F or the purpose
of this rule, attendance at one day of school and/or attendance at one athletic practice shall determine beginning of school year. These
additional provis ions relate to trans fer cas es :

A. A s tudent who trans fers from any school into a member school after the fourth consecutive semester following entry into Grade 9 shall
be ineligible for practice and competition for one calendar year, unless the trans fer is made necess ary by a total change in res idence
by parent(s ). The calendar year (365 days ) will be determined from a student s firs t day of attendance at the new school.

B . Open enrolled and/or tuition paying s tudents entering 9th and/or 10th grade at the beginning of the school year and who are within the
firs t four consecutive semesters of high school will be afforded unres tricted eligibility provided all other rules governing s tudent eligibility
are met.

C . Open enrolled and/or tuition paying s tudents entering 11th and/or 12th grade as trans fer s tudents are ineligible to practice and/or
compete for one calendar year.

D. 9th grade s tudents who trans fer after the beginning of the school year and with written cons ent from both schools directly involved may
be provided nonvars ity opportunities for the remainder of the school year. R es trictions are removed upon entering 10th grade.

E . 10th grade s tudents who trans fer after the beginning of the school year and with written consent from both schools directly involved
may be provided nonvars ity opportunities for one calendar year (365 days beginning with firs t day of attendance at the new school).
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eligibility for s tudents entering 9th and/or 10th grade. In s ituations involving trans fer after the fourth consecutive s emester following
entry into grade 9 the s tudent is ineligible to practice and compete for one calendar year.

G . Dis trict policies with respect to intra-dis trict trans fer do not supercede WIAA trans fer rules in s ituations involving post-4th semester
trans fers . Intra-dis trict trans fers occurring after the fourth consecutive semester following entry into grade 9 result in the s tudent being
ineligible for practice and competition for one calendar year (365 days beginning with firs t day of attendance at the new school).

H. Unless trans fer, including an accompanying change of parents res idence, is effective at the outset of a semester, a s tudent cannot
es tablish eligibility at his /her new school until the fifth calendar day of such trans fer.

I. If within the firs t four cons ecutive semesters following entry into grade 9, a s tudent who trans fers more than once in any given school
year shall be ineligible for all interscholas tic competition for the remainder of that current school year and will be eligible for nonvars ity
opportunities only for the balance of the calendar year. In s ituations involving trans fer after the fourth cons ecutive semester following
entry into grade 9 the s tudent is ineligible to practice and compete for one calendar year.

J . A s tudent may not have eligibility in more than one member school at the same time. A parent or parents who move from a primary
res idence within one school s attendance boundaries , to a s econdary res idence within another school s attendance boundaries , may
be required by the Board of C ontrol to provide evidence of a total move.

K . A s tudent who trans fers from any school, whether or not a member school, with a s tatus of ineligibility for disciplinary reasons ,
academic reasons and/or as a result of another S tate Association's regulation or sanction, retains such s tatus at his /her new school for
the s ame period as decreed by the former school.

L. No eligibility will be granted for a s tudent whos e res idence within a school s attendance boundaries , with or without parents , or whose
attendance at a school has been the result of undue influence (special cons ideration due to athletic ability or potential) on the part of
any pers on, whether or not connected with the school.

PHYS ICAL E XAMINATION and PAR ENT'S P E RMIS S ION

A student-athlete whether an adult or not, must have written permiss ion of parents to participate in school athletics and he/s he must have a
phys ical examination (s igned by a licensed phys ician or advanced practice nurs e prescriber) every other school year.

A phys ical examination taken April 1 and thereafter is valid for the following two school years . Phys ical examination taken before April 1
is valid only for remainder of that school year and the following school year.

TR AINING and CONDUCT

A student-athlete must follow his /her school's code of conduct (training rules ) on a year-round bas is .

A. A s tudent-athlete who violates his /her school's code of conduct during the s eason of a sport (s tart of practice to final game) must be
suspended from competition for a period of time specified in the code (minimum of one meet) if the violation involves (a) possess ion
and/or use of alcohol, (b) poss ess ion and/or use of tobacco, including chewing tobacco and (c) use, possess ion, buying or selling of
controlled substances , s treet drugs and performance enhancing substances (PE S ).

B . The member school will determine minimum penalties for violation of any other provis ions of its code of conduct, including out of
season offenses and for any other unacceptable conduct contrary to the ideals , principals and standards of the school and this
Association including but not limited to criminal behavior.

C . A s tudent-athlete who violates his /her school's code of conduct at times other than during the actual season of a sport must be
disciplined by the school, the nature of such discipline to be determined by the school as indicated in its code of conduct.

D. A s tudent-athlete who violates any part of the school or WIAA's code of conduct resulting in suspens ion of WIAA-sponsored
tournament competition must be immediately declared ineligible for the remainder of tournament series in that sport.

E . A s tudent-athlete, disqualified from a contes t for flagrant or unsportsmanlike conduct, is also suspended from the next competitive
event.

F . A school must provide an opportunity for the s tudent to be heard prior to a penalty being enforced. If a s tudent appeals a suspens ion,
according to the schools appeal procedure, the s tudent is ineligible during the appeal process .

AMATEUR S TATUS

A student-athlete must be an amateur in all recognized sports of this association in order to compete in any WIAA sport.

A. A s tudent-athlete may not accept, receive or direct to another, reimbursement in any form of cash or merchandise such as s hirts ,
jackets , sweaters , sweats hirts , jerseys , warm-ups , equipment, balls , dufflebags , backpacks , watches , rings , billfolds , coupons , gift
certificates , regardless of their value for athletic accomplishments , such as being on a winning team, being s elected for the school
vars ity team, or being a place winner in an individual tournament, e.g.

B . A s tudent-athlete may receive awards for school achievement which are symbolic (non utilitarian) in nature – badges , certificates ,
trophies , medals , banners , ribbons , pictures , plaques , event T-shirts , event hats , game balls , unattached emblems , letters , seas on
highlight DVD or video, e.g.

C . A s tudent-athlete may not receive compens ation or benefit, directly or indirectly, for the us e of name, picture, and/or personal
appearance, as an athlete. This includes receiving free and/or reduced rates on equipment, apparel, camps/clinics /ins truction and
competitive opportunities that are not identical for all other participants .

D. A s tudent-athlete may not be identified as an athlete, provide endorsement as an athlete or appear as an athlete in the promotion of a
commercial/advertisement and/or profit-making event, item, plan, or service.

E . A s tudent-athlete may not participate in school athletics or in sports activities outs ide the school under a name other than his /her own
name.
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S POR TS AC TIVIT IE S OUTS IDE OF SCHOOL

A student-athlete in a given sport may not compete in that same sport outs ide of school either as a team member or an individual or
independent entry during the same time he/she is participating with the school team.

A. WIAA rules do not prevent athletes from practicing with nonschool teams or from receiving private skills ins truction during the school
season. However, they may not participate in any nonschool games , including scrimmages agains t other teams .

(1) This res triction applies to normal nonschool games as well as “gimmicks ,” such as reduced numbers competition (3-on-3
basketball, 6 player soccer, e.g.), specific skill contes ts (punt, pass , and kick, shooting contes ts , free throws , 3 point, e.g.), fun
runs , etc.

(2) A s tudent who was a member of a school team during the previous year may not delay reporting for the school team beyond the
school s official opening day of practice in order to continue nonschool training and/or competition.

B . During the school year before and/or after the school season of a sport, a s tudent-athlete may participate in sport activities outs ide of
school with thes e res trictions :

(1) A s tudent-athlete must not participate in nonschool programs , activities , camps , clinics and/or competition that is limited to
individuals who are likely to be candidates for the school team in that sport in the following s eason.

(2) Nonschool activities in which s tudents are engaged may not res emble in any way a school team practicing or competing out-of-
seas on.

(3) Nonschool team rosters may not include more than the following number of participants from the same school: Volleyball, Hockey,
Basketball - 3; S occer - 6; B as eball, S oftball - 5; and Football - 4

C . In the summer nonschool ros ter res trictions are not in effect and members of a schools team may voluntarily assemble with their
teammates (without school and/or school coach involvement) at their own discretion.

D. A s tudent-athlete or his /her parents must pay the fee for specialized training or ins truction such as camps , clinics , and s imilar
programs .

E . A s tudent-athlete may not be ins tructed except during the school seas on of a sport and approved summer contact days by the person
who will be his /her coach in that sport in the following school season. The sports of baseball, cross country, golf, gymnastics , softball,
swimming, tennis , track & field, and wres tling are exempt from this rule, BUT only (a) during the summer months and (b) if the program
involved is not limited to individuals who are likely to be candidates for the school team in that s port in the following season.

F . A s tudent-athlete must not participate in an all-s tar game or s imilar contes t except for summertime activities (a) within the same league
or program (e.g., softball game between divis ions of s ame league) or (b) in which a team is selected to repres ent a league in post-
seas on play (e.g., B abe R uth league team). S ome post-seas on all-s tar opportunities may be permitted for 12th graders who have
completed high school eligibility in a particular sport. Check with your Athletic Director to be certain.

Detach and R eturn to Athletic Direc tor
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PAR ENT-ATHLE TE R ULE S OF E L IG IB IL ITY
S IGN-OFF FORM

I certify that I have read, unders tand, and agree to abide by all of the information contained in this bulletin. I further certify that if I
have not unders tood any information contained in this document, I have sought and received an explanation of the information prior
to s igning this s tatement.

S chool Name

Parent/Guardian s S ignature Date

S tudent-Athlete s S ignature Date

This form mus t be completed and s ubmitted to the A thletic Direc tor prior to a s tudent being dec la red eligible to prac tic e
and compete.

I hereby give permission for the below mentioned student to practice and compete and represent the school 
in WIAA approved sports.
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PAR ENT-ATHLE TE R ULE S OF E L IG IB IL ITY
S IGN-OFF FORM

I certify that I have read, unders tand, and agree to abide by all of the information contained in this bulletin. I further certify that if I
have not unders tood any information contained in this document, I have sought and received an explanation of the information prior
to s igning this s tatement.

S chool Name

Parent/Guardian s S ignature Date

S tudent-Athlete s S ignature Date

This form mus t be completed and s ubmitted to the A thletic Direc tor prior to a s tudent being dec la red eligible to prac tic e
and compete.

I hereby give permission for the below mentioned student to practice and compete and represent the school 
in WIAA approved sports.


